HAPPY NEW YEAR:

As 2012 begins there are so
many wonderful possibilities
encompassed in the next 365
days. That is true for all of us,
of course: in our personal
lives, in our work responsibili-
ties, in fact, in every aspect of
life as it unfolds. That includes
the life we
share as a
community of
Christ follow-
ers known as
Bethel.

Sue and | are
looking for-
ward to the
new opportunities that will be
available to us as we begin the
new chapter in our lives that is
summed up in a word that still
sounds strange to me:
dgdshgdl dms - Q
value and an abundance of joy
in the work | have been about
for a lifetime: the work of pas-
toral leadership in congrega-
tions that name Jesus as Lord.
Sue has supported and encour-
aged me in so many ways. She
has taken her own quiet and
important role at Bethel in
serving by doing what comes
naturally to her by the gifts

God has given in her. She has
also been astoundingly patient

GOOD THINGS AHEAD

PASTORDENNIS NELSON

in ways that made my work
possible and productive for
more than twenty two years
here at Bethel and for nearly 45
years of work in church lead-
ership.

Now we look forward to hav-
ing the time to
complete pro-

| jects that might
well have been
finished years
ago. We look

| ing able to

\ travel together
more exten-

rhudkx sg " m vdg
do so far. We look forward to
discovering the new ways in
which we can serve the cause
of the good news that is cen-
tered i Jesud. e hobkrfoe-
ward to being shaped for that
purpose in our community
and world, and in our family.

Retirement is actually from a
particular role, and not from

life and the challenges and
Joys that are included in living
as Christ-followers. Rn  Hq |
thusiastically looking forward

to retirement from my role as
Adsgdkor rdmhngqg
tirement /nto an active life that
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HAPPYNEW YEAR GOOD THINGS AHEAD (CONTINUED

will continue to find signifi-
cance in being a servant of
Jesus Christ.

@s vg sdudg r s’

journey you find yourself, the
same is true for you. Whether
you are going to school and

fehgrég8tio

| am enthusiastic about
Adsgdkaqr
there is a hopefilled honesty
about the ways in which the
rgcﬁn%ﬁ‘)\ﬂ. fThe
recent survey lifted up a hope
for (among many good things)
opportunities for inter -

dogking forward tq,a£areef, o e personal connections that add

that challenges and excites
you, or whether you are work-
ing while counting the days
until retirement, or if you are
enjoying your arrival at what-
ever destination you may have
set for yourself: there are good
things for you and for others

in being a Jesusfollower in
2012.

As | look ahead into 2012 | am
also enthusiastic about the rich
potential for Bethel and its
people in the mission that God
has given this congregation.
My excitement is rooted in the
encouraging level of interest
among Bethel people in mak-
ing the transition to the leader-
ship of a new pastoral team.
One sign of that interest is seen
in the willingness to serve on
Adsgdkor B kk
seek a new pastoral leader:
about forty people offered to
serve in this way.

| am enthusiastic about
Adsgdkaor
responsible way that Bethel
folks have signaled their faith
in God for the days ahead
when more households than in
"mx qdbdms xd°
eng fhuhmfqg ne
port that is crucial for this
transition time.
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strength and endurance to the
shared mission objectives that
the congregation has devel-
oped and owned.

| am enthusiastic about
Adsgdker mdws
Bethel is a church that contin-
ues to do what it has done for
decades: Bethel has been a
church for people who are not
yet here. That is a heritage
that always imagines new
ways of engaging people God
loves in lives of following
Jesus. The heritage of that
identity goes a long way to-
ward defusing the natural
worry that comes with change.
That is a marvelous strength of
this congregation in these
times and in the times that are
just ahead. There may be new

B slyibstbisndrehfh, néwpat-

terns of fellowship, growing
openness to people who were
nmbd bnmuhmbdc
did not include them. That is
what happens when the Spirit
o?di&’is att \X/o\eL in%ﬁeoﬁeg d
And | believe that Spirit is at
work in this congregation and
in the work of compassion and
hope that it has claimed as it
Opvrr)lee(}qgc m goﬁ‘
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All of that is what | intend
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POWER OF PRAYER

ZThose Who Are Sick Or In
Need Of Healing: Jax Arcaris,
Mick Austreng, Doris Baldwin,
Ty Barberine, Steve Bates, Bea-
trice Becker, Carol Belisle, Sue
Benson, Dennis Brandt, Karl
Butterbrodt, Doris Church,
Norma Dahlman, Sarah Dar-
gatz, Ralph Dickman, Betty Egg-
ers, Jay Erdman, Dell Fisher,
Andrew Foster, Mary Grosse,
Rick Halet, Harley Halverson,
Niki Hanke, Mary Henderson,
Lois Isaacson, Robert Iverson,
Jamie Jensen, Scott Jensen, Rich
Kamla, Sue Kapaun, Ron Ker-
kow, Paul Krauss, Mark Latti,
Ruth Lewis, Lori Malin, Les
Maierhofer, Hannah Manche,
Yvonne Meents, Pam Moran,
Larry Ofstedal, Donna Olstad,
Doris Orf, Bill Pfluger, Terri
Pomeroy, Frank Reams, Lynn
Rude, Debbie Russell, Julie San-
sone, Levi Schlitz, Bob
Stahlman, Dottie Stees, Alden
Thomson, Jordan Wanat, Tania
Warden, Virginia Yeager, Vera
Yndestad and Kaleb Yonash.

ZThose Serving or Deployed:
Jeffrey Berg, Justin Brathall,
Mike Frank, Jordan Kein, Justin
Meagher, Steven Moreus, Brett
Sortland, Micah Stevens and
Steven Weese.

Z Baptized in December:
Braxton Richard Bonse, son of
Shelby Johnston & Brian Bonse;
Zoe Ann Ashley, daughter of
Jason & Karissa Ashley; and
Benigno Norbert Schiltgen, son
of Patrick & Danielle Schiltgen.

Z Christian Sympathy: We
share in the sorrow of Jody
Eisch and family at the death of

her mother, Patricia Christen-
sen; the family of Ruth Clexton
at her death; Roger & Jenny Ol-
rnm s sgd
ter, Natalie Plueger; and the
family of Linda Kleinsasser at
gdg cd’ sg- l drt
gdrtggdbshnm

REDEEMER LUTHERAN
DEDICATION SERVICE

After years of planning and
more than a year of construc-
tion, Redeemer Lutheran
Church, Burkhardt, is moving
into their new building.

You are cordially invited to
join in a special service on
Dedication Sunday, January
15 at 9:00am. Refreshments
and a time of fellowship will
follow, from 10:00am-Noon.

The members of Redeemer
hope you will be able to cele-
brate with them as they dedi-
cate their new building to the
KngcQr rdquhbd-

Redeemer is located at 1097
Scott Road, Burkhardt, WI

(715-386-7749).

RECEIVE THE VISITOR
VIA EMAIL

He xntgqQc khjd s

copy of the Visitor via e-mail,
please notify the church office
at 715386-8821 or
adsgdk?adsgdkagt
a great way to do your part for
the environment and reduce
costs, plus you receive afull -
color version each month!
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YAH TO ATTEND 1968
PLAY AND EXHIBIT

On Thursday, February 2 the
Bethel Young at Heart group
will travel to the Minnesota
History Center for a play and
exhibit on "1968: The Year
That Rocked the World".

They will begin with the His-
tory with the Theater play

to remind us of some of the
major happenings of 1968 in-
cluding the Viet Nam War, the
lives of Martin Luther King
and Robert Kennedy, Nixon
Watergate, Apollo 8 and
more. After lunch the group
will have the opportunity to
view the exhibit with a cura-
tor. Some time for browsing
will follow.

Sign up at the Bethel Down-
town Welcome Center by
January 12. Registration with
the $25 payment must be in to
the Bethel church office by that
date as space is limited. The
bus leaves from Bethel DT at
9:30am and will return follow-
ing the afternoon activities.

BOOK DISCUSSION
GROUP

Join the group
for the discus-
sion of Room by
Emma
Donoghue on
Wednesday,
January 4th

from 1:00-
3:00pm at Bethel
Downtown . All are welcome
to join these interesting and
lively discussions.

. Emma Donoghue"

DEAR MEMBERS OF
BETHEL

Thank you for three wonderful
years of ministry as your asso-
ciate pastor! | am grateful for
my time with you. Thank you

for the fabulous farewell party!

It was such a great evening.
Thank you for making it so
special. Also, thank you for the
perfect farewell gift Da canvas
of the painting of Mary hold-

ing baby Jesus (the same paint-
ing is hanging Downtown) D
9Jhrr hmf sgd
BEAUTIFUL and such a mean-
ingful gift. Thank you.

Also, thank you for the beauti-
ful flower arrangement you
sent in honor of my installa-
tion at Rush River Lutheran
Church on Sunday, December
18th! | appreciate it!

My family and | thank you for
our time together and wish
xnt Fncaor
Spirit leads you forward in
ministry!

Pastor Kari Burke-Romarheim
4
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NEW POSITION
AVAILABLE AT BETHEL
DOWNTOWN

Bethel Downtown is in the
process of filling a part-time
position on the custodial team
for Housekeeping/Cleaning.
This position is responsible for
maintaining the overall ap-
pearance and functionality of
the Downtown facility. Duties
include routine vacuuming,
dusting, window washing, etc.
of the sanctuary, classrooms,
kitchen and hallways, as well
as the daily cleaning of rest-
rooms.

The candidate should be self
motivated and able to work
with others, capable of regular
physical activity that involves
some lifting, and have basic
knowledge and experience
with cleaning equipment.
Interviews with selected candi-
dates will begin in early to

mid -January, with a projected
hire date before February 1 st.

Application form and Position
Description may be requested
by contacting the Parish Ad-
ministrator at Bethel Lutheran
Church, 920 South 3¢ Street,
Hudson (715-386-8821) or
jbaker@bethelhudson.org

THANK YOU FROM
DOROTHY DAY

A great big THANK YOU

gift of warm socks and new
underwear to each one! Warm
clothes and coats were distrib-
uted, too. There is still a need
for coats, especially large sizes
(some have only fleece bath-
robes for coats). Everyone
enjoys the paperback books
donated, as well. These sim-
ple gifts of necessities were
very much appreciated! The
Bethel team was rewarded
with warm greetings and hugs
that are extended to each of
you who made this mission of
love possible.

HOW CAN YOU SHOW
YOUR LOVE?

Want to do something special
for your spouse to show how
much you care? Attend a
Lutheran Marriage Encounter
Weekend and focus on just the
two of you. Engaging presen-
tations by lay and clergy lead-
ers give you tools and infor-
mation while exercises and
conversations with your
spouse in the privacy of your
hotel room revitalize romance,
deepen communication, and
nourish the spirituality in your
marriage.

The Spring Lutheran Marriage
Encounter Weekends in Min-

nesota areFeb. 1012 in Brook-
lyn Center, March 23-25in Du-

eqnl "~ kk ne Ads gfnkaRd Mag #-6idVatkér."

friends at the Dorothy Day
Center. The "First Monday
Crew" served a light supper to
170 men and women of all
ages and were able to give a

5

Please register several weeks
in advance. For more informa-
tion, contact Dick & Judy
Dehnel at 952-432-3105

Pete & Phyllis McMahon at
763561-15750r visit
www.godlovesmarriage.org .

&
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STARVING
CHILOREN
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Transition Team Report

At its December 12 meeting,
Bethel Church Council ap-
pointed members of the Call
Committee. Serving on the
committee are: Deanne Bauer,
Paul Gavic, Allyson Loewe,

Kyle McNamee, Barb Peterson,

Dick Trende and Brian Ullom.
Chris Anderson was previ-
ously appointed chairman of
the committee.

Bishop Pederson will meet
with the Council and the Call
Committee January 12 to ex-
plain the call process. Itis
hoped that a slate of candi-
dates for the senior pastor po-
sition will be presented in
February.

The Transition Team is at
work completing a Ministry
Site Profile which will be re-
viewed by the bishop and then
onrsdc sn sgd
st mhshdr €
Web site.

Q. How do we get candi-
c sdrqQq m I dr >

A. The bishop has indicated
that he and the synod office
are conducting a nation-wide
search for candidates for the
senior pastor post.

Q. How will Pastor Kari be
replaced?

A. No associate pastors

will be replaced until the new
senior pastor has been in-
stalled. We will use lay minis-
try people and guest speakers
and will work with the synod
to obtain interim pastors to fill
those roles when

necessary.

Q. Will future associate
pastors have coterminus lan-
guage in their letters of call?

A. The coterminus issue will
be studied by a task force of
the Council. That group will
research the current use of
coterminus calls and will seek
input from the synod, the
bishop, and from other ELCA
churches. Findings will be re-
ported to the Council.

DECEMBER 2011
COUNCIL UPDATE

hmhr s noongq
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ditures are 1% below budget.
YTD income is -3% relative to
budget but $29,000 above com-
parable YTD, 2010.

Pastor Nelson: reported on
pastoral care concerns. Joined
council in celebrating dedica-
tion of Bethel Highlands
Columbarium Memorial Gar-
den on December 4"; noted
that Parish Administrator Joe-
lene Baker has agreed to in-

crease her work hours and has
begun work as direct supervi-
sor of all support staff person-
nel. Plans for pastoral staffing
following Pastor Burke -
Qnl "qgdhl Qr
view of the transition that is
underway, Pastors Nelson,
Bredeson and Bipes (hours in-
creased to ¥ time) will share
the ministries that call for pas-
toral leadership.

cdo ¢

Pastor Van Bredeson: Christ-
mas program rehearsal for
Sunday Schools underway.
This year a volunteer created
one of the programs while he
created the other. He has com-
okdsdc sgd do°
ration that will lead to a call to

a new place of pastoral minis-

try.

odg

Parish Administrator Joelene
Baker reported on annual re-
view of church employees and
on the completion of position
descriptions.

Thecouncil f " ud sgd df
"gd cQ sn fgnto
raising funds for the purchase

of a replacement church bus;
purchase to be made when

funds are available.

An eight member Call Com-
mittee was appointed and
charged with recommending a
o rsng enq b kk
pastor.

JANUARY 2012
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Preschool Registration for Fall 2012

offered this current school year. TUITION WILL NOT B
INCREASED!

Registration forcurrent studentwill be Saturday, Feb. 4th

from 8:00-11:00am Registration foprevious familieswill
be Saturday, February 4th from 9:00-11:00am. Registration for Bethel members
will begin onFebruary 11th at 8:00am until 11:00am The whole community will
be welcome to register beginning at 9:00am on the 11th, until 11:00am.

OR at the preschool office), along with a check for $200 made out to BHP. $75

regi stration fee, while $125 goes t
would | i ke to schedule a tour or h a
715-381-8254 ext 401.

Mark your calendars now! The dates and times have bgen
set for fall registration, and classes often times fill up very
quickly. The class offerings will be very similar to those

Please bring a registration form (available online at www.bethelhighlandspreschiool.org

s the
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Parent Education Nights!

BI BLE STUDY January 19th 6:38:000m, 01 PEA O

: Join in the continued | SAGAITTPIAT O ET #EEIA
. :|  nurture the current and future relationships
ggg;?)?; f)?r&;?t?]g\:ﬁ with God? How does faith develop in children

EMo ms o0 Bi bl e :. boutGpd? H@veah S

:everyWednesday from | parents model alife of[ et dfe chitdren
:9:00-11:00am at Bethel : faith? All these > 25 Cores
: Highlands. You are :| questions and more wil

‘welcome to join atany | D€ discussed with

Pastor Van and Lisa
Ruettimann during this

: | fun and meaningful
:Please contact Molly Powets 9

P L :|revening. FREE childca
:with any questions: provided by the Girl

i mollypowers@comcast.net Scouts!

:time! Childcare is provided
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BETHEL DECEMBER HAPPENINGS

Spala-La was enjoyed
| by nearly 30 women on
December 8th. They
created body scrubs and
gift bags and were
pampered with
massages, paraffin hand
dips, henna art, chocolate
fountain goodies.

Adsgdkor mdv bnktla ghtl
a short service on December 4. Garden
landscaping, benches, and a memorial wall,
be completed next spring and summer as
funds become available.

On December 7,
Senior League youth
baked dozens of
Christmas cookies
for their fundraiser.

Mini League and
Little League
youth enjoyed
breakfast,
watched a movie
and created crafts
TS sgd |Rs- Mhbjor
Saturday
Slumber Party on
December 10.

The Bethel Bell
choirs,
Bghkcqgdmor
Chime choir and
the Bethel Dance
Troupe
presented
OMt sbqg |hj dg
Rt hsd€||nm
December 11.
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